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Philosophy of Technology in Education: 

Maximizing Student Learning Through Engagement 

Education involves more than simply filling minds with information.  According to 

VanBrummelen (2009), “Knowledge is more than absorbing facts and concepts” (p.73).  A well-

rounded education involves learning how to access and assess resources for further study.  

Through technological advances, there are a variety of resources available at our fingertips; 

handheld devices often function nearly as well as desktop computers and laptops for accessing 

resources via the Internet.  Technology, in and of itself, is neither inherently good nor bad.  With 

a plethora of technological resources available to people these days, it is essential that educators 

assess current and emerging technologies for their educational value in promoting student 

engagement, and transmit to students the importance of assessing the available technologies. 

Christian Worldview 

Proverbs 22:6 (New International Version) states, “Start children off on the way they 

should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”  Merriam-Webster (2012) 

defines in loco parentis as “in the place of a parent.”  Teachers have a responsibility to act in 

place of the parent to guide students in the appropriate use of technology.  The ability to access 

and download a variety of media can enhance learning experiences for students; however, we 

need to teach students the importance of obtaining resources in an ethical and legal manner, by 

following applicable copyright laws.  The TEACH Act requires accredited institutions to have a 

published policy for teachers using copyright protected materials and to provide on-going 

training for school staff and students on copyright material use (Simonson, Smaldino, Albright, 

& Zvacek, 2012).  By modeling and teaching students to use copyright protected materials in an 

ethical manner, teachers are guiding students to honor Christ with respect to technology. 
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Purpose of Educational Technology 

Technology is only one type of resource available for teaching, and it often engages 

many students.  Student engagement is essential for maximizing learning; therefore, it is 

essential for teachers to examine carefully the resources available and to choose the ones that 

will be most beneficial for the student population and content concerned.  Educational 

technology should provide access to the best resources available, including instructors and peers. 

Distance education connects students to resources and far locations, and connects 

students to instructors and to other students in remote locations.  There are many reasons the 

students choose distance education and for traditional education.  These may include health 

concerns, scheduling concerns, and lack of access to the traditional classroom, as well as other 

factors.  No matter what reason students choose distance learning, students in distance learning 

programs should expect equitable learning experiences which will engage them in the 

curriculum.  This is not to say that distance learning experiences should be identical to traditional 

learning experiences; nevertheless, the outcome should be equivalent (Simonson, Smaldino, 

Albright, & Zvacek, 2012).  Whether in an online setting where a traditional classroom, students 

need support and access and technology. 

Theory of Teaching Technology 

Learning new technology can be challenging for many people.  Technology is a vital part 

of education today; having access to a variety of technology applications is essential for student 

success.  Understanding how to use technological applications is also essential for student 

success.  Breaking down technology skills into simpler steps assists in reducing overload.  

According to Valcke (2002), building on prior knowledge is another method for reducing 

cognitive load. 
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As a virtual teacher, I share technology skills with students, family members, and peers.  

When teaching a new technology skill, I find the best approach is to have the learner operate the 

technology, while I walk them through the process by breaking it down into simple steps.  There 

are times that I am troubleshooting with families or peers via the phone.  If they are in front of 

their computer and I am in front of mine, I can often walk them through the necessary process.  

There are times it is better for learners to be able to see me demonstrate a process.  In this case, a 

video or an online live session facilitates learning, and may be more practical.  By informally 

assessing the proficiency with technology, I am better prepared to support families and peers in 

the manner that best suits their needs. 

Supporting student success is one of my top priorities.  In the virtual environment, new 

families, as well as new teachers, need a lot of support at the beginning, especially if technology 

skills are lacking.  Utilizing Vygotsky’s scaffolding theory (Slavin, 2009), I provide a added 

support for new families and teachers I mentor at the beginning of the school year; then, I am 

able to withdraw the support as they become more proficient with technology. 

Conclusion 

Educational technology is playing a major role in changing the face of modern education.  

In both a traditional Brick-and-Mortar setting and in an online setting, access to technology often 

enhances learning experiences.  However, as we move forward with technology, we must 

remember that, ultimately, we are serving Christ, as we seek to serve students, families, and 

peers.  The Lord is sending us out into the fields, as representatives of the Church (2 Corinthians 

8: 23), to glean the harvest (John 4:35).  We must be careful, in our selection of resources, use of 

resources, and support of learners, to honor the Lord in all that we do, remembering it is for Him 

that we labor (Colossians 3:23). 
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